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Principle 10 was adopted at the 1992 United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (Earth Summit)
as a key part of the concept of ‘sustainable development’.

PRINCIPLE 10: “Environmental issues are best handled with the
participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the
national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to
information concerning the environment that is held by public
authorities, including information on hazardous materials and
activities in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in
decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and encourage
public awareness and participation by making information widely
available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings,
including redress and remedy, shall be provided”.




Mexico

Participation: 21 member countries

GDP/Cap: 10.528 USD
Population: 124.612
HDI: 0.756

Guatemala

Dominican Republic

GDP/Cap: 6 673 USD
Population: 10.531
HDI: 0.715

Antigua and Barbuda

GDP/Cap: 13.432 USD
Population: 92
HDI: 0.783

Jamaica

GDP/Cap: 5004 USD
Population: 2.793

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

El Salvador
GDP/Cap: 4012 USD e : HDI: 0.719
P 4 Population:16.382 - [T GDP/Cap: 6673 USD
Population: 6298 HDI: 0.627 Population:.100
HDI: 0.666 HDI: 0.720
Honduras ilr:f:/?:da 8573 USD
ap:
GDP/Cap: 2456 USD Trinidad and Tobago Population: 107
Population: 8.075 - . )
o e eoe GDP/Cap: 20.131 USD HDI: 0.750
Costa Rica o aonIEJBat;%nz: 1360
GDP/Cap: 10.387 USD i Colombia
Population: 4.821 Panama . GDP/Cap: 7904 USD
HDI: 0.766 GDP/Cap: 12.714 USD ﬁ ", Population: 48.229
Population: 3929 Ecuador HDI: 0.720
HDI: 0.780 GDP/Cap: 6346 USD Brazil
Population: 16.144
HDI: 0.732 GDP/Cap: 11.390 USD
Peru Population:207.750
GDP/Cap: 6 535 USD HDI: 0.755
Population:31.383
HDI: 0.734 -
Bolivia
GDP/Cap: 3121 USD
Population: 10.737
HDI: 0.662
Paraguay
GDP/Cap: 4.712 USD
' Population: 6 .639
HDI: 0.679
Chile
GDP/Cap: 14.418 USD Uruguay
Population: 18.089 GDP/Cap: 16.813 USD
HDI: 0.832 Population: 3430
HDI: 0.793
Argentina
GDP/Cap: 12.783 USD
Population: 43.298
HDI: 0.836
Source:

GDP/ Cap (Dollars at current market prices) and total population (Thousands of persons, at mid-year):

ECLAC (2015) Statistical yearbook ofLatin America and the Caribbean.

HDI: UNDP, 2015.

Note: The names and boundaries shown on this map do notimply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Activities of the regional process

» A convening process from 10 to 21 signatory countries
» 4 meetings of Focal Points and 5 working groups (online and onsite)
> 10 Intersessional meetings (virtual)

>3 Meetings of the Negotiation Committee: Chile (May 2015), Panama
(October 2015) and Uruguay (April 2016).

* Compilation text prepared by the Presiding Officers

Next meeting: Dominican Republic (August 2016)
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Principle 10 LAC in other processes
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BENEFITS

¢ Rights of access will facilitate more transparent, inclusive and accountable decision-

making in matters affecting the environment and development.

¢ Rights of access are the fulcrum of the relationship between human rights and the

environment.
e Contributes to reduce and / or prevent social conflicts.

e Millions of people in the region would be beneficiated.
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BENEFITS

e A legally binding instrument would establish obligations for the States.

¢ Strengthening of national legislation for the implementation of the rights of
access.

¢ A treaty would establish co-operation mechanisms between nations.

¢ A legally binding instrument would establish mechanisms for verification and
evaluation
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CONCLUSION

e The adoption of a regional instrument would contribute greatly to meet the

challenges of the 21st Century.

e We extend an invitation to join this process to those countries from Latin

America and the Caribbean that have not taken this decision.

e The Co-presidency would like to thank ECLAC for its valuable assistant and

heartfelt commitment to this process.
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iMuchas gracias!
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